Antigen for Use in lhe Indirect Fluorescent Antibody Test for leishmaniasis 1nitially it was the cultural form of Leish-(Lanham and Godfrey, 1970, Exp Parasitol28: mania that was used to demonstrate antibodies 521-534), and we have found parasites remain in the indirect fluorescent antibody test (1FAT) viable for much longer periods than they do in for both cutaneous and visceral leishmaniasis physiological saline or Locke's solution. There (Oddo and Cascio, 1963, Rev 1st Sierater 1tal is also evidence that unbuffered salt solutions 38: 139-143). Subsequently, it was shown that alter the surface structure of leishmanial parait was possible to stain amastigotes in smears sites (Pardoe, Han, Jaquet, and Wojnarow, 1975, made from infected hamsters and in sections Z 1mmun Forsch Exp Ther 150: 225-226). prepared by freeze substitution method (Shaw The rustiocytoma was cut into small pieces and Vol.ler, 1964, Trans R Soe Trop Med Hyg with sterile scissors and homogenized in a 58: 349-352). In more detailed studies it was Lourde's electric tissue homogenizer for 5 mino noted that the test lacked both specificity and The homogenate was then ground up in a Ten sensitivity when promastigotes were used as Broek type tissue grinder, held in an ice bath, antigen:
